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Summary
Each year, almost 750,000 teenage women aged 15-19 become pregnant. The teenage pregnancy rate in this country is at its lowest level in 30 years, down 36% since its peak in 1990. A growing body of research suggests that both increased abstinence and changes in contraceptive practice are responsible for recent declines in teenage pregnancy. 1 • The teenage pregnancy rate among those who ever had intercourse declined 28% between 1990 and 2002.
• The teenage birthrate in 2002 was 30% lower than the peak rate of 61.8 births per 1,000 women, reached in 1991.
• Between 1988 and 2000, teenage pregnancy rates declined in every state and in the District of Columbia.
• By 2002, the teenage abortion rate had dropped by 50% from its peak in 1988.
• From 1986 to 2002, the proportion of teenage pregnancies ending in abortion declined more than one-quarter from 46% to 34% of pregnancies among 15-19-year-olds.
• Among black women aged 15-19, the nationwide pregnancy rate fell by 40% between 1990 and 2002.
• Among white teenagers, it declined by 34% during the same time period.
• Among Hispanic teenagers, who may be of any race, the pregnancy rate increased slightly from 1991-1992, but by 2002 was 19% lower than the 1990 rate.
In general, states with the largest numbers of teenagers also had the greatest number of teenage pregnancies. California reported the highest number of adolescent pregnancies (113,000), followed by Texas, New York, Florida and Illinois (with about 37,000-80,000 each). The smallest numbers of teenage pregnancies were in Vermont, North Dakota, Wyoming, South Dakota and Alaska, all of which reported fewer than 2,000 pregnancies among women aged 15-19.
State-Level Statistics
• In 2000, teenage birthrates were highest in Mississippi, Texas, Arizona, Arkansas and New Mexico. The states with the lowest teenage birthrates were New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, North Dakota and Maine.
• Teenage abortion rates were highest in the District of Columbia, New Jersey, New York, Maryland, Nevada and California.
• Fifty percent or more of teenage pregnancies end in abortion in New Jersey, New York, Massachusetts and the District of Columbia.
• By contrast, teenagers in Utah, Kentucky, South Dakota and North Dakota had the lowest abortion rates. These states also had fewer than 17% of teenage pregnancies end in abortion: South Dakota, Utah and Kentucky.
• Nevada had the highest teenage pregnancy rate (113 per 1,000), while North Dakota had the lowest rate (42 per 1,000).
• Among states with available data, Arkansas had the highest pregnancy rate among nonHispanic white teenagers (77 per 1,000). Pregnancy rates among this group were also high in other Southern states: Alabama, Tennessee, Mississippi, Kentucky and South Carolina (71-73 per 1,000). Meanwhile, North Dakota had the lowest rate among nonHispanic white teenagers (33 per 1,000).
• Among black teenagers aged 15-19, pregnancy rates were highest in New Jersey (209 per 1,000) and in Wisconsin, Delaware, Pennsylvania and Oregon (161-177 per 1,000). They were lowest in Utah, New Mexico, West Virginia, Rhode Island and Colorado (71-114 per 1,000).
• Georgia, Arizona, Tennessee, Colorado and Delaware had the highest pregnancy rates among Hispanic women aged 15-19 (154-169 per 1,000). In contrast, pregnancy rates among Hispanic teenagers were lowest in Mississippi, Missouri, South Dakota and Ohio (71-115 per 1,000).
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Note: Even though abortions have been tabulated according to state of residence where possible, in states with parental notification or consent requirements for minors, the pregnancy and abortion rates may be too low because minors have traveled to other states for abortion services. Please note that in these tables, "age" refers to the woman's age at which the pregnancy ended, not the age at which she became pregnant or decided between having an abortion and carrying the pregnancy to term. Consequently, actual numbers of pregnancies among teenagers are higher than those reported here, because most of the 19-year-old women who were pregnant had their births or abortions at age 20 and, thus, were not counted as teenagers. Likewise, please note that "year" refers to the calendar year in which the birth or abortion occurred, not the year in which the conception occurred.
A small number of abortions performed between 1972 and 1975 were illegal. This report only counts legal abortions.
Some of the figures differ from those previously published by the Guttmacher Institute because we have recalculated rates of birth, abortion and pregnancy for the 1990s using population estimates that take into account the 2000 census, and we have revised the total number of abortions for years 1993 through 1998.
The figures may differ from those found in other sources. First, as explained above, these data are not adjusted to reflect the woman's age at conception or the year in which she conceived. Second, unlike most other reports, this one includes estimated numbers and rates of pregnancy ending in miscarriage. (Pregnancy rates excluding miscarriages can be calculated from the tables by summing the rates of birth and abortion.) The number of miscarriages was estimated as 20% of births plus 10% of abortions; these proportions attempt to account for miscarriages that occurred after the pregnancy had lasted long enough to be noticed by the woman (6-7 weeks after her last menstrual period). 3 NCHS estimates miscarriages, from survey respondents' reports of their pregnancies in the 5 years preceding the National Survey of Family Growth (NSFG). Third, the denominator used in calculating rates among women younger than 15 is the female population aged 14; other sources may use women aged 10-14, 12-14 or 13-14. Finally, denominators are based on population estimates that are produced by the Bureau of the Census for July 1 of each year and revised periodically; hence, our rates may differ slightly from those published elsewhere, depending on which census report was used. In our calculations of birthrates, we have used the same population denominators as those used by NCHS, with the exception of 1980, 1990 and 2000, for which NCHS uses the April 1 census counts and we use the July 1 estimates.
The percent of sexually experienced 15-19-year-old women was computed from the NSFG for the years 1982, 1988, 1995 and 2002 . Linear interpolation was used to calculate the percentages for intervening years. These percents were applied to the population totals of 15-19-year-old women to calculate the number who were sexually experienced.
State-Level Methodology
The data sources and methods for estimating state teenage pregnancy rates in 1999 and 2000 are similar to those used to measure pregnancy rates for 1996 and 1992. 4 The annual numbers of abortions in each state for 1987, 1988, 1991, 1992, 1995, 1996, 1999 and 2000 were calculated from survey data that the Guttmacher Institute collected from all known abortion providers. Data for other years were interpolated from the Guttmacher Institute numbers, after adjustment for annual trends based on state health department data compiled by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 5 The numbers of teenage abortions by state of residence were calculated from the number of abortions performed in each state for women of all ages (residents and nonresidents), which we estimated from the Guttmacher Institute provider surveys. We reassigned abortions to the woman's state of residence on the basis of information provided by state abortion reporting agencies. In 2000, for six states where complete residence-based information was unavailable, we asked a sample of abortion facilities for information about the state in which women obtaining abortions said they lived.
* To estimate the number of nonresidents who had abortions in each state, we applied the percentage distribution of women having abortions, by state of residence, to our count of the total number of abortions that took place in each state.
Of the state residents having abortions, the proportion who were aged 15-17 and 18-19 and members of the various racial and ethnic groups were taken from state health department reports. For states with no information on the age of women having abortions in 2000, † we estimated the proportion of abortions obtained by teenagers by using several measures, including the national distribution, the distribution from neighboring or nearby and demographically similar states, and historical distributions from the state (see notes to tables for state-specific calculation methods).
Our calculation methods assume that teenagers travel outside their home state for abortion services in the same proportions as older women.
‡ This assumption may not be valid in states where minors travel out-of-state to avoid parental involvement requirements or in states to which teenagers travel.
For 1990-2000, NCHS recently released revised population estimates based on the results of the 2000 census. To maintain comparability with prior years, these estimates convert the multiple race responses for an individual from the 2000 decennial census into a single response. 6 Thus we have recalculated all 1990-1999 rates using updated denominators. Furthermore, NCHS publishes birthrates with April 1 population denominators for the decennial census years, and with July 1 denominators for other years. To maintain consistency, we have based all rates on July 1 denominators.
Interpreting the Data
Miscarriages are estimated as 20% of live births plus 10% of abortions.
Pregnancies are the sum of births, abortions and miscarriages.
Because health department abortion statistics are incomplete or nonexistent in many states, care should be used in interpreting the teenage abortion and pregnancy data. For the states with no information on the age of women having abortions, the teenage abortion rate was estimated. Similarly, error is introduced by the assumption that teenagers have abortions out-of-state in the same proportions as older women. Therefore, one cannot draw inferences about the effects of parental involvement requirements on the number of abortions obtained by minors.
Footnotes
* The six states were Arizona, Florida, Iowa, Louisiana, Massachusetts and New Hampshire. In addition, we assumed that no out-of-state women obtained abortions in Alaska, and that for California, the percentage (0.5%) and distribution of out-of-state abortions in 2000 was the same as those in 1982, the last year for which this information is available. † These states were Alaska, California, Florida, New Hampshire and Wyoming. ‡ In 1996 only, we used age-specific data on state of residence for some states.
